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[Abstract]

Experimental Study on Internet Access Rights

Kim, Hyun-Gui
Research Officer at Constitutional Research Institute, Ph. D. of Law

This article discusses the constitutional protection of the right to access
the Internet as a test. The Internet has become a necessity in our lives.
Almost everyone can access the Internet and live in all areas of politics,
economy, society and culture. Indeed, people living in today recognize the
right to access the Internet as a kind of human right. Society's universal
perception already recognizes the human rights value of Internet access, but
our legal system has not yet approved it as a human right.

In order to maintain the norm of our human rights system in the new
social environment, it is necessary to keep an eye on environmental changes.
Although not approved under international law, attempts have been made
in the 21st century to recognize Internet access rights as human rights under
international law for a variety of reasons in the international community.
Internet access rights are discussed as human rights in various subject areas
such as freedom of expression on the Internet, the protection of confidentiality
and privacy of communications, the digital devide and the guarantee of
basic telecommunications services. Internet access rights are being discussed
as human rights in matters such as Internet protection policies or surveillance
for the protection of individual rights or national interests, digital devides
between developing and underdeveloped countries, or digital devides related
to race and gender issues, and the guarantee of telecommunication services

such as the supply of national internet networks or network neutrality
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issues.

Since freedom of expression has been recognized by the UN in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, its legal meaning and content has
continued to change with the changing times. In the flow of the history of
free expression, we will examine how Internet access rights can be approved
as a new human right. It also discusses whether we can protect Internet
access rights as fundamental rights by freedom of speech and the press of
our Constitutional law. In particular, this paper critically examines the

theoretical limitations that Internet access must overcome.

Key words : Internet, Access Rights, Freedom of Expression, Privacy, Digital
Devide, Right of Everyone to Take Part in Cultural Life
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