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Conceptual History of ‘Ethnic/National-Film’
; From "Choseon Film' to ‘Korean Cinema’

Kim, Sung-Kyung*

This article attempts to approach ‘film’ as a concept. As ‘film’ was
imported to Choseon as a cultural medium, the concept of film was also
transmitted to Korean peninsular from Japan. That is, film as a concept has
gone through the trajectories of being a symbol of modernity, narrative
medium, and finally culture industry. It has to be said that the concept of
“film> in Korea has been located in the dichotomy between Hollywood, the
universal form of film, and local film. Film in Korea constructed itself as
mimicry of Hollywood in terms of form and style in the beginning of the
film history whereas it also formulated distinctive features in narrative and
content by emphasizing ‘differences’ from the Hollywood. However, in
recent years, those differences have faded away. Rather Korean film tries to
construct its own identity from its industrial strength in both domestic and
global market. Given this, conceptual history makes it possible to understand
how ‘ethnic/national-film’ and its conceptual meanings have been developing
in each historical conjuncture of the colonial, independence, industrialization,

and democratization.

* Assistant Prof., University of North Korean Studies.
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