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<Abstract>

A Study on Ideas and Strategies for World
Peace Island

Chang-Hoon Ko

As Jeju island not only was designated "Worldpeaceisland” by Korean
government on January 27,2005 but also became a “Special Self-Governing
Province” on July 1, 2007. It laid the groundwork for the island to become
an international hub for peace business and tourism But Cheju authorities
now face their first daunting task of resolving a controversial issue around
the possible establishment of a military base on The island, which could
become a potential “detonator” for social discord. the Navy announced it
would resurme a naval base development project in Jeju Island. The project,
hﬁﬁatedinZ(lTZ,lnsbemmspendedsimﬂmbecauseofopposiﬁonﬁom
locals, led by non-governmental organizations. Supporters of the plan have
insisted the construction of the naval port will bring economic benefits to
local people by inducing a great amount of direct investment into the region
regarding construction of infrastructure for soldiers. Opponents have
argued that the construction cannot suggest clear evidence of future
economic growth, citing the case of Japan's Okinawa where American
h-oopsarebeingstaﬁonedandlocaleconomyisstagnantSormcivic
activists also raised suspicions of the project being related to the country’s
joining in the US-led missile defense (MD) system, making Jeju vulnerable
to international terrorism and becoming a potential military target from
anti-US. militants. The Navy admits that US. aircraft carriers can visit the
poﬂ,butmak&sitcleartl’natithasmplantojomﬂ\eMDarﬂn'akeﬂ\eport
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a permanent station for US. forces. The strategic importance of Jeju is
shown by the fact that Japan's troops wsed Jeju as its main
forward-deploying base during its colonial rule of the penirsula (191045)
The US. military also used bases in the island between 1945 and 1948.
According to government statistics, there are about 137 military base sites in
Jeju, including 73 cave camps in the southern area, used by Japanese troops.
The Air Force has also sought to have a strategjc air base here since 1988 but
Jeju residents have opposed it. Under the “Defense Reform 2020,” a 15-year
military reform plan announced in 2005, the military is seeking to transform
its manpower-based armed forces structure into a slimmer but much
stronger and agiler force employing cutting-edge weapons systems. The
plan alsofocuses on improving the naval and air forces. The opponents of
the project are concerned that the naval base construction would lead to the
eventual militarization of the island, which was designated as “the Island of
World Peace” on Jan. 27, 2005, and would impede the island’s tourism
industry. They are also worried about many possible problems from the
military presence here, such as environmental destruction caused by sewage
from ships and the introduction of what some refer to as “low-quality”
military culture onto the island.

In a word, I suggested developing the island into a “Peace Buffer Zone,”
along with the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) near the inter-Korean border, to
play a peaceful role for reuriifying the two Koreas instead of invitation of
mililtary bases into Jeju island. If we have two peace buffer zones in Jeju
Island and the DMZ, this means Korea could take one more step toward a
relatively neutral Korea through internal means, rather than by
international efforts. I also proposed a plan to develop Hwasun port into an
international tourism port and construct an “international peace garden” on
the old site of Japanese air base in Mt Songak, modeling after the
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United States. To make Jeju a genuine peace buffer zone, it is essential to
obtain international status as a Peace Island, citing the examples of Costa
Rica, Aaland islands of Sweden, and Spitzbergen of Norway. it could play a
peaceful role with neighboring countries. It's time for Korean people to
make a big decision regarding the making of a peaceful and neutralized
Korea.

Key word: World Peace Island, peace island petition, peace garden,
peace industry, peace culture,



