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Summary

A Study of ‘Tamashipyo’ written by Mr. Won-jyo Lee

Yang Soon-pil

Mr. Lee Won-jyo's ‘Tamnashipyo (ten fork songs about Cheju Island)’ is an endemic
quatrain with five characters to a line, which belongs to a kind of verse, Eukjisa, It
reflects the popular morals and natural objects of Cheju island in the latter half of the
1800's.

The time from 1841 to 1843, when Mr. Lee held a post of magisterate of Cheju, was a
period suffering from many social difficulties,

In 1840 an English ship entered into the Kap’a isle, which is located at Taejung-eup in
Cjeju, and plundered many oxen and horse, Mr., Lee started to assured a magistrate of
Cheju in order to save the situation and to control the people of Cheju-do stabley.

Magistrate, Lee Won-jyo made an effort to direct the affairs of Cheju-do well, under
the adverse circumstances which Cheju-do people struggled against hard living and eco-
nomic distress,

‘Tamnashipjyo’ is a quatrain with five characters to a line which expresses the customs,
manners and natural scenery coming into the eye of a magistrate at that age.

To summarize, the following conclusions are drawn from this study.

First, ‘Tamnashipjyo’ expresses outspokenly the public morals, natural objects and
living conditions indigenous to Cheju Island

Second, ‘Tamnashipjyo’ shows the unique customs of Cheju Island and living conditions
of women in Cheju, for example, the situation of oxen and horses feeding in Cheju-do
pasture, the native customs Island, Taewoo-used as a means of ship transportation from
Cheju to the mainland, millstones, women's customs of drawing water from a well,
woman-drivers’ livers, local products and kisaengs lives,

Third, it should be noted that ‘Tamnashipjyo’ reflects more vividly the idea of practical
science of that age rather than improve the staus of the simple endemic poetry in that Mr,
Lee has tried to realistically express the customs of Cheju Island and to reflect the bitter
living conditions of people in Cheju-do, showing the writer's consciousness of helping

them on the people's side,
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