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summary

A Study on Practical Meaning on March

First Nation—-Liberation Movement

Ko Chang-hoon

This thesis uses phenomenological marxist epistemology to re-interpret administrative
meanings of March First Nation- Liberation Movement. It provides a new perspective on
interpreting administrative practice growing from the roots of korean thought. Trying to
re—interpret the roots of korean administrative thought, 1 have emphasized (1) the
meaning of everyday life which emerges from, korean movementers' painful efforts to
reforrn the administrative structure against the obstacles of the ruling imperialism, (2)
the inter-subjective meanings in the different schools of administrative thought which
have advanced and developed this practical philosophy in administration, and (3) the
significance of their methods and alternatives for reforming harsh administrative

structurs.

I assume that practical meaning in the development of korean administrative thought
can be explored from three analytical perspectives; (1) peoples’ everyday experience in
face-to-face encounters, (2) the consciousness of the peole, which had been shaped by
reflecting on experiences in everyday life, (3) the alternatives for changing the
administrative structure which were developed from the experience and consciousness of
everyday life. By exploring March First Nation-Liberation Movement’ thoughts in these
three perspectives, I have obtained some propositions about their practical efforts in
administrative reform.

1. I can find two alternatives common to all movementers, of painful events which
occurred from bad administration. For example, many people had been exploited by
the ruling class and Japan imperialism in the era of colony. From these
observations, I propose that an experience of a bad regime develops the meaningful
thoughts in public administration.

2. I can find inter-subjective consciousnesses among people from these experiences of
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everyday life. These inter—subjective consciousnesses were expressed by the
movement of human and nation-liberation (an liberation movement against the
feudal regime and imperialism).

3.1 can find that these movementers formulated very practical, instead of
contemplative, alternatives. The reason for their practical thinking can be
explained by the everyday experience and their inter-subjective consciousnesses
against vicious regimes.

These findings support the perspectives and interpretations of this study. We learn
that current praxis in korean administrative thought does and can grow from these
movementers messages, which result from interactions among everyday experences,
consciousness, and regime reform, We learn two lessons from this study. one is that
korean administrative scholars should learn from korean history and from those korean
administrative movementers who struggled to improve the administive system. The
other is that korean public admvinistration should absorb and develop experiences and
wisdom form the korean people’s minds. This study reminds us that practical-
administrative thought is rooted in the historical struggles and practical spirits of the
people.
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