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Effects of winds on the circulations in the Yellow and East China Seas***

Pang Ig-chan® Kim Tae-hee**

Summary

In the East China Sea, the distributions of Kuroshio system waters are extended in the north-west

direction in winter, to the entrance of the Yellow Sea, and withdrawn in the south-east direction in

summer, to the south and east seas of Cheju Island, This seasonal variations seem to be related

with the seasonal variations of Tsushima water transport in the Korea strait, The analyses on the

seasonal salinity variations in the north-west seas of Cheju Island show the necessity of water flows
to and from the Yellow Sea.‘ This could give a clue to the present arguments of the existence of

Yellow Sea Warm Current in winter and also of the south-extension of Yellow Sea Bottom Cold

Water in summer, As upwind flows driven by seasonal wind, the water flows to and from the

Yellow Sea drive another circulation in the East China Sea and thus result in the seasonal variations

of water distributions .
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Fig. 1. Salinity distributions on the 50m layer in the East China Sea.
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