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Summary

A Study of Okdanchoonchon(E F+35{%)
—With Comparison to Iwachon(Z=ig{%)

Heo Chun

This study has the character of prelude to the full-dress comparative study of the
novels during the Ming(88) Dynasty, Okdangchoonragranbongboo (% 7k ¥E:% ) and Okdangdhoon
(E%%), a dramatic miscellanary. Thus, the two novels, Iwachon and Okdanchoonchon, are
contrastively discussed in this study, with special focus on the plot, character, theme, the
writer’s consciousness, of these two novels. these are arranged as follows :

Both the two novels follow the processes of ‘meeting, farewell, penance, reunion and
glory.” These can be summarized as ‘division’ and ‘union.’

Okdanchoonchon takes on a form of a variety of puns(a kind of ‘word play’), the merits of
which are not fully taken advantage of. And this led to the loss of half of their effects.
In Okdanchoonchon, the choice of a man by a woman is based on the wisdom to acknowledge
a person as well as his humanity.

The ‘meeting’ expressed in the novel of Iwachon is more passive than in Okdanchoonchon, but
these two novels are the same in that a woman is the subject of choice and investment.
During the Dang(i) Age there are many ‘Kagis'(¥#) (a kisaeng belonging to a
distinguished family;kisaeng means a ‘professional entertainer’)and ‘Mingis’(Rk) (a
kisaeng not belonging to a particular person), whereas we had many ‘Kwangis (E#) (a
kisaeng belonging to a government office), which naturally made the difference of the
progression of a story in a novel. In Iwachon, the obstacle to the achievement of affection
is possessions or humanity, while in our case it is usually the government authority, which

makes the main conflict different. Speaking of the theme on a novel, the novel Iwachon

deals with the pure-minded feeling of a ‘kinyo'(called also a kisaeng) through the re-
covery of humanity, whereas Okdanchoonchor puts emphasis on the friendship of a human

species. This difference is fully revealed even seen through the writer’s consciousness.
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The reason why Okdanchoonchon is looked upon as not a successful imitation of Choonhyangchon
(#7%) is that Okdanchoon(E %) has been inserted like an illustration in the conflict
between Lee Hyol-ryong(ZFM#) and Kim Chin-hee (4 X %), and that there is not any
direct conflict between Okdanchoon and a ‘sato’ (means ‘lord”). However, it must be
reconsidered to assert definitely that the writer had the intention of imitating other literary

work.
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