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Summary

A Criticism of the Theory of Hwarang thought’s concerning
Confucianism, buddhism, and Taoism

An Chang - bum

The study of the genesis of Hwarang’s (the flower of youth in Silla Dynasty who excelled in
beauty, bravery, military arts) thought was undertaken on the assumption that the thinking of
religions, philosophies, and morals form a superstructure based on economics. Because of this, it
was revealed that Hwarang's thought was derived from a doctrine of heritmage which originated
from worship of the mountains and wild ginseng; therefore Hwarang thought originally had nothing
to do with confucius’ Confucianism, budda’s Buddhism, or Lao-tze's Taoism.

It was also found that the doctrine of heritmage had as its source Hwanin (Hwanung’s father),
Hwanung (Dangun’s father), and Dangun (called God for the foundation of the ancient Korea), had
been handed down to Hwarang by the help of four Hwarang hermits of the Silla Dynasty,
Youngnang, Sulang, Namnang, and Ahnsang.

We then compared the year of the hermitage doctrine which was originally called Hwarang’s
thought after its institutionalization at the time of its introduction and of the authorization of
Confucius’ Confucianism, Budda’s Buddhism, and Lao-tae’s Taoism, and with the establishment of
“Kukak’ (an institute teaching Confucianism). Consequently, his ideas manifested themselves
through Confucianism which flowed into the Silla Dynasty prior to founding Hwarang’s thought,
“Kukak’' had been established subsequently, and that the occurrence of Budda's Buddhism and the
introduction of Leo-tze'sTaoism to Silla happened after the foundation of Hwarang’s thought. We
therefore compared the Hwarang’s ideas with Confucius’ Confucianism, budda’s Buddhism, and
Leo- t ze Taoism and founded that the mixture of all therse had not been totally unfounded.

Some scholars, however, assert the theory of Hwarang’s thought is wholelly accepting the
above-mentioned three religions to be well-grounded. We made clear that such assertions had come
from the misinterpretation of a preface on Ranang’s tombstone by a noted scholar in Silla times,
Choi Chiwon, which is founded in “Samkuksaki’ (a history book of three kingdoms of ancient
Korea —Silla, Kokuryo, and Paikche).

So, we expounded the idea that Hwarang thought had been native to Korea which had
condensed Confucianism, buddhism, and Taoism before the influx of Confucius’ Confucianism,
Budda’s Buddhism, and Lao-tze’s Taoism.
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