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—Summary—

A Study on Reorganization of Local Government District in Korea
—With county as the central figure

Boo Man-keun

All county organization in Korea were completed overall revision in the early years of coloniza-
tion of Korea by Japan. Since then, we have maintained it with the exception of partially reorganiza-
tion county areas. On this count, present county district does not completely reflect new phase
of an economic block and life block. Besides, present county district in Korea is dispropriate to
size with the consequence that incures impediment elements of democracy and efficiency in local
government. Therefore, we must devise optimum size of local unit is this;

First: We must reduce four-tiers of present local government organization to three-tiers of local
government. Muti-tiers of local government organitization hampers proper communication between
the super-structure and the under-structure, and causes increase of derivative functions, so that
incurs extravagance of manpower and finance. Hence, if we should reduce four-tiers of local govern-
ment organization to three-tiers of government and reorganize county as a basic self-governing unit
in order to directly connect to fillages (smallest administrative units), this structural problems will
be mitigated.

Second: The size of present county district which bases on community is so very large scale
that a cooperative sprit among dwellers is thineer. And because of this very large scale, participa-
tion of inhabitants and control to local government do not go well, and then, the meanings of coun-
ty as a basic self-governing unit more dilute. Consequently, we need adjust present county district
to proper size so that county may foster local patriotism and inhabitant consciousness and prompt
convenience of dwellers, unless administrative efficiency would be hindered. If we should realize
goals which abolish town organization and reduce present local government-tiers to three-tiers, we
should consider the ways which strenthen position of present village organization in order to go
well the endmost functions of local government.
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