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— Summary —

Conflict Theory and Class Formation in Industrial Society

— Ralf Dahrendorf's View —

Haeng-chull Synn

The main purpose of the study intends to present a systematic interpretation and
to reorganize R.Dahrendorf's class formation theory, including paying some
additional attention to other’'s view.

While Dahrendorf gives a positive critique to Marx’s ideas, his theoretical position
is substantially on a different one from that of Marx. Therefore, to make
Dahrendorf’s view clear, it seems to be essential to dicuss his theory in closely
connection with that of Marx’s,

Since Marx, industrial societies have been changed sifnificantly through continuous
industrialization, And contemporary society we live in is not such a society that
had provided a foundation for Marx’s theory formation of class,

Considered empirically, Marx’s dichotomic class theory, which had been designed
to analyse a dynamic historical movement, has been found to commit an error in
modern industrial society, the "post-capitalist society’ in terms of Dahrendorf,

The argument of Marx’s concepts and theory has been set out by many writers,
but Dahrendorf is the most eminent one. Starting with supplement of the uncomp-
leted chapter ("The Classes”) of Marx’s Capital, in his "Class and Class Conflict
in Industrial Society”, he cirticized that thinket’s theory of class and suggested an
alternative class model based on some empirical examinations of the changes in the
class structure in some industrial societies since Marx,

According to Dahrendorf’s view, some of the important changes in the class
sturcture of post-capitalist society are as follows;

(1) Accompanied with the decomposition of capital, a new managerial group
emerged,

(2) As a result of the decomposition of labor, the working class became to be
far from its unity and homogenity as single class,
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(3) Along with the decomposition of both capital and labor, a new middle class
of occupying its position between capitalist and wotking class made the
boundaries of classes somewhat ambiguious,

In a political unit of state as one of the important forms of ‘imperatively co-ord-
inated association’, on the other hand, the class structure is divided into these:

(1) the ruling groups, (2) the service class, (3) the ruled groups, and (4) the
intellectuals,

Our discussion, thus, can be summarized : It is Dahrendorf’s view that the class
sturcture in indsturial society is multi-divisional and complex, But his theory s
problematic in its universality because as Dahrendorf suggested, his theory is
applicable only to some industrial societies, Addition to, other aspects would be
criticized,
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