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—Summary—

Tong—Hak Rebellion and Nationalism

Jung Jin-o

Yi dynasty had been ruined by the four causes of the sturdy Confucianism, the polit-
ical seizure of powerful nepotism by the Min family, struggle for their domination
over Korea between China and Japan, and peasants’ uprising against goverment of the
Yi dynasty and Japan in the late 19th century.

At that time Choi Je-Woo had established Tong-Hak (a group of national religion)
in 1860, which was known as the originality of the Shamanism in Korea, The Tong-
Hak had been spread their doctrine to a great many peasants in population in those
days. And they rebelled against their corruptive government and Japan which had
invaded Korea and defeated China in a war during 1894—5, But the Tong-Hak’s
army was destroyed by the modernized troops of Japan in those days,

The failure of the Tong-Hak army was due to the reactionary goverment of Yi dyn-
asty mingled with Japan to maintain their political dominance regardless of the national
independence. In conclusion the author emphasizes that we must have insight into
the failures because of the loss in their building of national identities in a war against

a foreign power,
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