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Yang Chung-hae : Lyric and Epic Poetry Viewed in Order of Development,

SUMMARY

Most veteran scholars in our literary world (in Korea), discussing epic and
lyric poetry. think that epic sprang up earlier than lyric poetry, and carly
works in Korea were the works in a transition period from the times of epic
to the times of lyric pcetry. ‘

A few foreign scholars also think as our scholars. But the foreign scholars
or Korean scholars, who think that epic sprang up earlier, have not thought
about the earliest poems of our human being.

We can see thinking about only the oldest of piems.

It is sure that the cldest of the existing fcems are not the earliest poems of

human being.
When we synthesize the conclusion of all sciences that is able to presume

ethnology, folklore, sociology, and other human life of prehistoric age, we
can know that the poems of the beginning of mankind were lyric.
In this article, dealing with theories of domestic and foreign scholars, I

cenclude that lyric poetry sprang up earlier than epic poetry.
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