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Abstract

A Phonological Study on the
New Romanization of Korean

Chong-Hoon Kim

This paper aims to examine a new Romanization of Korean, which will be
used from this year, 2000, In this study, we shall look at some fundamental
principles of Romanizing the Korean Language and compare the present
Romanization System with the new Romanization system, and argue against
the new system from the phonological point of view.

The main differences between the present and new system of Romaniza-
tion of Korean are that the new Romanization uses ‘eo , instead of ‘o . for
Korean vowel ‘1  and uses ‘eu’. replacing ‘U° for a vowel '— . The
Korean consonants ‘7, €, =, %' will be newly romanized into k, t, p. ch.
not k', t', p. ch’. The initials =1, =, B, *' will be changed into ‘g. d,
b, j. instead of 'k, t, p. ch'. For example, Sogwip o and Cheju-do will be
represented as Seogwipo and Jeju-do.

This type of new Romanization of Korean, however, is not a friendly sys-
tem for foreigners, especially not for English-speaking people. Few foreigners
are likely to acccept the new change of Cheju into Jeju. for they feel the
Korean "1, ©, B, X' like the voiceless stops, k, t, p, ch.

Therefore, I will give some comments on the new Romanization of Korean

and give my opinions on it from the phonological viewpoint in this paper.
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