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ABSTRACT

A Study on History Learning Method for the Improvemeht
of Historical Thinking : Based on E.H. Carr's Historical
Awareness and New Cultural History

Kim Hyo—Chul(Shinjeju Elementary School)

The purpose of this study was to examine a history learning method based on E.H.
Carr's historical awareness and new cultural history in a bid to boost the historical
thinking of elementary school students. E.H. Carr criticized Ranke's historical awareness
who put emphasis on the objectivity of history on the ground that the mission of a
historian would be to show what the past was like, and he stressed that history refers
to how a historian interprets the facts in the past. The approach of new cultural
historv enlarged EH. Carr's historical awareness and places emphasis on the
multidimensionality and diversity of history. That is, it values the -diverse interpretation
of history and the history of not only the ruling parties but disadvantaged people such
as the oppressed classes and women. The two approaches give a clue how history
education can be conducted by focusing on thinking faculty instead of merely having
learners learn historical facts by rote. ‘

The argument that history is the very interpretation of historians implies that history
learning is not simply to memorize and check historical facts. Memorizing is necessary
when one learns about the universal truth or facts, but history learning should be
regarded as a historical thinking process that students construct history from their own
perspective based on the facts of the past and the interpretations of historians.
Constructing history based on various contemporary situations and the ideas and
behaviors of contemporary people and finding a meaning behind the scene will be a
good opportunity for students to foster their historical thinking faculty. The
development of a history learning method based on E.H. Carr's historical awareness
and new cultural history will be worth doing in that the two approaches makes it
possible {o research man and society to take a substantial approach to human nature,
which is the essence of historical studies and history education.

Key words : E.H.Carr, New Cultural History, Historical Thinking



