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{Summary)

A Study on the Sam Seong Myth

Yong - joon -Hyun

1. Sam Seong myth is not only the founder myth of three clans named
Ko, Ryang, Boo in Cheju Island but also the birth myth of Tam Ra. There
are many documentary literatures on Sam Seong myth, but we can divide
them into two versions; one is the genealogy of Korea Sa(History of Ancient
Korea State), the other is the genealogy of Yeong Joo Ji(History of Ancient
Cheju Island). What discrepancy of the story in each version has come about
was due to write down each different view of handing down orally.

2 . There is some resemblance between the episodes, stories of Sem Seong
myth and those of myth of a shrine for a tutelary diety(village tutelary deity)
with shamanism in Cheju Island being transmitted by word of mouth at pre-
sent. With this Sem Seomg myth closely parallels the myth of a shrine for
a tutelary deity in its type originally, which gives us understanding of the
fact that Sam Seong myth was a myth of a shrine for a tutelary deith which
three clans had worshiped.

3. Sam Seong myih has been made up in the combination and integra-
tion with three stories as follows; one is the conversational subject on
ancestor of emergence from the the earth, another is the conversational one
on ancestor of drifting ashore of a box-boat, and the third is the conver-

sational one on the rank of three godlike persons’ social position, and
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those conversational subjects were spread from one person to another in
the southern district reparately, being linked together by reaching Cheju Is-
land finally, and which were created as a myth with a new type.

4 . Cultural background forming Sam Seong myth is the stage entering
an agricultural culture from a hunting culture, and the stage forming a
tribal country from a clan society.

5. Taking a side view of cosmology, Sam Seong myth is formed with a

structural system as follows;

West -~ Earth(Mountain) - Male - Poverty
East - Sea - Female - Wealth
which makes us understand the symbolic system of the ancient Cheju Island.
Besides taking a side view of sociology, this myth adopted three ideas of
value, which were the sublime, the good, and light, as the basic idea of
value. And they spread, applied such ideas of value all over the cultural
phase of social space, social order, social rank, and social organization, ec.,
according to it we can understand Cheju Islanders’ trisection systematic
thinking logic of those days.
6. The circle of Sam Seong myth and the process of forming it offers
us suggestions as to racial, cultural genealogy of the native population of
Cheju Island, and structural logic of this myth makes us understand Cheju

Islanders’ outlook on the universe at that time.
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