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An analysis of mass media discourse of a certain regional place:
— Jeju Olle trails —

Lee, Young—Yun*

This study examined the role of mass media as the subject of
producing a discourse of a certain regional place—Jeju Olle. The
pathway walking, Jeju Olle, is a popular tourist commodity of Jeju
Province. The mass media have played an important role in promoting
the commodity. As they produced a discourse of Jeju Olle trekking that
aroused the public attention, the trekking has been extended beyond
simply a pathway walking to a tourist attraction. However, the study
raised the question “Is the value proper to Jeju pathways rightly
understood by tourists and Jeju citizens?” because Jeju Olle trails,
along which the citizens of Jeju walk in their everyday life, were
transformed into goods and as a result they could be alienated from
their roads.

From this perspective, this study explored the process through
which Jeju Olle tails which used to be ordinary pathways have been
changed into a tourist commodity by mass media discourse. In
addition, the study examined the so-called power, or the subject of
discourse, which is influential in forming a discourse, with the aim of
seeing if Jeju Olle was structured in social discourse produced by mass
media and groups of power, and ultimately if the citizens of Jeju was
excluded from such a discourse and distant from their roads.

* Master of social studies, graduate school of ChejuNationalUniversity
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