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A Study on the Origins and Distribution
of Place-Names in Jeju-Do*

- Centering on Andeok-myeon in Namjeju-Gun -

Oh, Young-Sun**

The purpose of this study is that the origins and distribution of
place-names are analyzed and formed organizationally with a existence
village, Andeok-myeon where is located in Namjeju-Gun, Jeju-Do.
What is more, I would inquire into the natural and humanity features
of each village through the place-names.

For purpose of the study, 528 place-names are distributed in 12
administrative Ri of Andeok-myeon were analyzed.

The results are summarized as follows.

1. Among 528 place-names, 59.8%(316 places) of higher percentage of
natural place-names are related to natural environments, higher than
those of 39.4%(208 places) are related to human environments.

2. The order of frequency of the place-names of villages is historical
facts(109 places, 20.6%), geographical features(91 places, 17.2%),
animals and plants(88 places, 16.7%) respectively, natural objects

* A these submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education,
Cheju National University in partial fulfillment of requirements for the
degree of Master of Education in August, 2003,

** Graduate Student (Master), Cheju National University.
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(73 places, 13.8%), situations and directions(64 places, 12.1%),
economy(53 places, 10%), traffic(23 places, 4.4%) and remains{(23
places, 4.4%).

3. Looking into the distribution of place-names by villages, the
findings are as follows ; the place-names relate to water is mainly
located in Gamsan-Ri and Changcheon-Ri, field and orchard
place-names which is located in Gamsan-Ri and Donggwang-Ri,
legend and origin ones are located in Gwangpyeong-Ri and
Sagye-Ri, natural feature ones are located in Daepyeong-Ri and
Sangchang-Ri and the place-names related to animal are located
in Hwasun-Ri, plant place-names are located in Deocksu-Ri and
Changcheon-Ri, faith ones are mainly located in Changcheon-Ri.

4. 300(whole 56.8%) place-names are distributed in the seaside
area. In distributional characteristics, the rank order by itemization
is animal, legend and origin, natural feature, water, field and
orchard, faith.

5. 126(whole 23.9%) place-names are distributed in the middle area.
In distributional characteristics, the rank order by itemization is
legend and origin, natural feature, plant, water, field and orchard.

6. 102(whole 19.3%) place-names are distributed in the mountainous
area. In distributional characteristics, the rank order by itemization
is legend and origin, field and orchard, plant.

7 In conclusion, It would seem that the place-names themselves can
tell us much about the earliest settlements in the villages. All the
place-names didn’t just happen because the first people to use
them liked the sounds that the words made. our ancestors chose
the place-names carefully to describe the people, the wildlife or the
countryside where they lived or how they lived.
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