Language Teaching Method

Andrew Bourner *

Before we consider an effective method of teaching, we
must first examine the way one learns. For me, it is
essential to model teaching on learning. In fact, I would say
that teaching is all about learning. This may seem an
obvious statement, but I feel it is frequently overloooked.

Professor Stephen Krashen, an american linguist, suggests
that there are two processes involved in learning a language.
One requires conscious thought and the other relies on
subconscious acquisition. Both of these processes are
independent of each other, so what we learn through
conscious study is separate from what we ‘pick up’
naturally.

I have attempted to base my teaching method on Krashen's
theory of learning. In other to aid the acquisition of English,
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I try to form a natural information gap between myself and
the learner. Basically, it involves creating the need to say
something and then offering the language necessary to do
50.

This is the main reason I find it is so difficult to work with
the single textbook appraoch. It tends to create a barrior
between myself and the learner. [ am not saying that’
textbooks are bad, merely that they do not go far enough. A
lot of the language in English textbooks is nor fresh or not
the natural native choice,

As a result, I often find myself using English in the
textbook as a starting point for more common uses. For
example, I would re—-phrase the standard textbook sentence
‘What are you doing this weekend? with the more native
‘What are you up to this weekend?

The textbook English therefore helps in the understanding
of the language, but it is not the language I want the learner
to use. I am looking for something more natural and native,

Finally, I would say that effective teaching is based on
simplicity. It is dangerous to be over—ambitious and load the
learners with too much language. As teachers, we should
offer just enough to be engaging without destroying
confidence.
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