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[Abstract]

Paul. K. Ryu’s Interpretation on Article 16
of Korean Penal Code

Ahn, Seong-Jo

Professor at Jeju National University Law School

This paper examines Paul. K. Ryu's interpretation on article 16 of Korean
penal code. He argued ‘Moglichketistheorie’ as a theory that can most exactly
explain the meaning of article 16 of Korean penal code, originally introduced

by M. E. Mayer, a renowned german legal professor.
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Unlike Paul. K. Ryu's opinion, many other legal scholars prefer ‘Schuldtheorie
to "Moglichketistheorie’ as a theoretical background of article 16 of Korean
penal code. However, as [ refuted in this paper. ‘Schuldtheorie’ is not the
right theory but just one of the candidate theory which can give us an

accurate explanation of the meaning of article 16.

From the view of memetics, we can conjecture an identification of Paul.
K. Ryu as a legal professor and his book ‘Strafrecht AT'. His academic
attitude seems to be oriented toward defending the principle of criminal
liability as well as the meaning of positive law and pursuing theoretical
interpretational integrity.

In memory of Paul. K. Ryu's academic attitude, I argued "Moglichketistheorie’

as the best theory that can be congruent with the meaning of article 16.

Key words : Paul. K. Ryu, Moglichketistheorie, Schuldtheorie, mistake of law,

consciousness of illegality, article 16 of Korean penal code
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