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Abstract

A Survey on a Cheju -typed Child Welfare Policy

Kim Yang Soon

Related with the team study concerning “A Cheju - typed Welfare Policy for the
2000s”, which was carried out from 1995 through 1996, this study is with regrad
to the child welfare. The child welfare is an activity through which family, local
community, official corporation, groups, and government provide children with all
the services and protection that are necessary for the healthy development of their
body and mind as members of family and of society, regardless of whether they
are handicapped or normal. The range of the child welfare reaches the children
with three, characteristic conditions. First,it covers the children with physical or
psychological problems, i.e. the children who are intellectually, mentally, physically,
or emotionally handicapped, the fragile, or the delinquents. Second, it includes
the children with family problems, i.e. the children with absence or scarcity of
parents or guardians, children with absence of parental care, abused children,
and the children who suffer indifference, indulgence, or abandonment. Third, it
is applied to unhappy children with social problems, i.e. the problems of race,
nationality, class, or the gap among the residential areas.

The purpose of this study is to explore the problems of Chejudo’s child welfare
policy and facilities and provide alternatives for a Cheju-typed child welfare policy
for the 2000s. And the study is grounded on the collection of the materials about
the facilities of the child welfare, visits to the facilities, interviews with the workers
in the facilities, and town meetings concerning the policy. The subjects of the
study are limited to the children in the welfare facilities, boys and girls as
breadwinner, low - income, single mother and child (ren), day-care center for infants,
handicapped infants, child counselling centers, and the welfare and day - care center
for normal children. Through examining the afore mentioned facilities and pointing

out their problems, the study makes an attempt to provide alternatives for an
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improved welfare policy for the future society.

Main alternatives to solve the problems out of the present, child welfare policy
are as follows : first, child and family counselling or therapy should be strengthened
in oder to prevent the family from breaking, from which the protection - needed
chilren originate since the child welfare cannot separated from the family welfare.
The education of parents for the awareness of parental responsibility should be
fortified and expanded. Second, for the transformation of welfare facilities, one
out of four child welfare facilities is to be transformed into a center for the
independence of ex - beneficiaries under the welfare. Third, the real income of boys
and girls as breadwinners should be guaranteed and managed according to the
change of their living expense. Fourth, for the emotional development of the children
in the welfare facilities, their program should be included not only enjoying music,
reading, and watching TV but also handling musical instruments (piano, trumpet,
flute, drum, or janggoo, etc.), drawing, calligraphy, craft, and design. Besides,
the children should be encouraged to keep some pets (dogs, cats, birds, or rabbits,
etc.) or plants. Fifth, the quality of the facilities for nursing infants should be
improved realistically. Sixth, the special facilities for the handicapped infants should
be newly established. Seventh, the counselling center for children is to be activated
vigorously. Eighth, the facilities for after school children are to be improved
significantly. And ninth, the welfare policy for normal children is to be strengthened,
for the community should formulate a welfare policy for all the children needing
any help.

For the prevention of the incidence of protection - needed children, there should
be counselling and therapy centers for child and family, which help and treat them
psychologically whenever they need some help. The policy for the prevention of
child abuse also should be formulated with the toll - free system of information.

Day - care center program for infants should be various in terms of time and
content to meet the needs of their parents so that the parents can freely choose
any program according to their daily needs. And the special education facilities
for handicapped children also shoud be various according to the nature and degree

of the hadicapped. And they are to be integrated with normal children in the class
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as much as possible.

Chejudo needs the facilities not only for aduit tourists but also for children who
either live in Chejudo or visit Chejudo to nourish their dreams and develop their
emotion. Thus, the facilities for children should be made to encourage them to
see, hear, and touch helping them understand their surroundings. Such facilities
also can stimulate social, psychological, emotional, and intellectual development of
children. Chejuland, temporarily called, had better make the most of Chejudo’s
natural environment, and it would be desirable to locate a child center and Chejuland
on the same site.

The welfare system of the future society must provide an individual with genuine

help improving the quality of one’s life.
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