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[Abstract]

Light and Shade of the Republican Theory

Ko, Bong-Jin
Professor, Jeju National University Law School

In this paper, I summarize the claims of republicanism in three ways:

securing publicity through law, freedom as non—domination’, and civic
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formative politics. In the view of the Republicans, the concept of ‘liberal
liberty’ did not lead to ‘rule of law’ and ‘formative politics of citizens’, and
was helpless to secure the publicity necessary for freedom. Republicans saw
the concept of ‘republican liberty” as leading to ‘rule of law’ and ‘formative
politics’. The Republican argument is appealing to the freedom of non—domination,
the securing of publicity through law, and the connection of formal politics
as a bundle.

[ have looked at the theory of republicanism from a critical point of
view. First, we examined whether republican theory is suitable for modern
society. Contrary to previous societies that aimed at community, modern
society became a complex and functionally differentiated society. Republicans
should look at whether the era in which republicanism was claimed and
the age of today are changing too much. The republican theory itself is a
wonderful thing, but we have to see if it can be realized in reality. Above
all, the possibility of citizens” autonomy and formative politics is questioned
in terms of feasibility.

[ think that the republican eyes toward ‘citizens’ should be turned into
‘public system and politics’. Of course, I do not think that the public
system of society is formed without citizen participation. But I think that
the power of institutional politics is bigger than the citizen to create the
public system. Here, I think that ‘politics’ is not ‘politics as technology’ but
formative politics to build a system’. It is possible to use the politics of
Sweden which made the concept of ‘the house of the people’ realistic and
the politics of Germany which built the ‘social market economy as a
teacher. In order to achieve the ‘freedom as non—domination’ and ‘securing
the public line through law’, Republicans must establish a “public system’ in
society by the power of institutional politics. Of course, the power of the
citizen is also needed here. The ‘power of citizens’ I think is smaller than

that of republicans, and the concept of ‘citizen’ 1 suppose is also different
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from that of republicanism. [ suggest citizens who realize their values in
their respective fields and positions, rather than civilians who actively

participate in society by reducing civic virtues.

Key words : republicanism, citizen, publicity, non—domination, politics, system
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