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[Abstract]
A study on conscientiously motivated criminals

Ahn, Seong-Jo
Professor, Jeju National University Law School

There have been long—term disputes related with the legal treatments and
countermeasures of conscientiously motivated criminals in legal academia.
Some asserted that such criminals should be punished without exception,
but others argued that they should be regarded as innocent.

This paper examines the possibility of exemption of criminal responsibility
of conscientiously motivated criminals and argues that they should be
treated as innocent actor, because there are no possibility of expectation to
legal act(Zumutbarkeit) when they commit a specific crime with moral
confidence.

To back up this argument objectively, the paper invoked some scientific
grounds on the process of moral judgement and tried to redefine conscientiously
motivated criminals as morally passionate criminals.

In conclusion, as far as we can judge from these grounds, conscientiously
motivated criminals are not to blame, because they acted with irresistible

moral passion.
Key words : conscientiously motivated criminals, moral intuition, possibility of

expectation to legal act(Zumutbarkeit), supernormal moral stimuli,

evolutionary ethics, morally passionate criminals
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