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Literary Revenge on Okinawa's Violence

and ‘Okinawa Realism’
— focusing on Medoruma Shun's Early Works

Ko, Myeong-Cheol*

Among the Okinawa’s working novelists what the understanding
about Medoruma Shun who has not only independent agenda of
Okinawa in terms of absolute political consciousness but also practices
directly it for himself can’t be consider being separated from his
literature. This has been placed the most important problem from his
early works. Medoruma’s works can never be indifferent to his literary
activism. It is the literary correspondence on Okinawa’s violence aspects.
What the violence emerging in his works is described how to hide
violence through hypocritical reality of post war being covered Okinawa,
the politics of memory and struggle on Okinawa War tamed are
revealed by nation state’s systematic violence. Meanwhile Medoruma
does not only criticize the Emperor System of Japan, shows the trauma
of Okinawa War, but also performs counter violence i.e. literary revenge
on something kinds of violence being influenced by USA dominates.
Besides he gazes diverse Okinawa violence aspects sanctioned deeply in
Okinawa daily lives that’s why beyond acknowledgement recognition as

victim for unilateral violence shows sharp critical position towards

* Professor, Department of Korean Language & Literature, Kwangwoon University.
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Okinawa being troubled schizophrenic symptoms in this reality.
Therefore we inspect how to emerge the violence aspects surrounded
Okinawa being focused on Medoruma’s works through his literary
activism. He practices counter violence against Japan of which is related
to the interests with USA-USA military base risking Okinawa’s daily
lives. Of course there is a significant watch on what the hell will
approach to Okinawa’s reality unless the radical questions and
reasonable solutions on the mechanism of violence in Okinawa will be
submitted for us. Hence there is the very reason why we don’t simply
recognize his literary revenge-counter violence. So, his literary revenge

helps the understanding on Okinawa Realism.

Key Words : Medoruma Shun, violence, literary revenge, counter violence Okinawa Realism, post war.
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