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[Abstract]

Hologram-demonstration’s legal status and its conflicts with
existing laws

Kim, Daewon

Ph.D., Policy Support Team, Kakao corporation

Ji, Young-Hwan

Adjunct Professor, Law School, Cheju National University

On 10 April 2015, a world’s first hologram protest was held in Spain. The
protest in which hologram images marched on the street created a great
sensation. On February 2016, another hologram demonstration was held in
Seoul.

First of all, we examined characteristics of hologram protest, and found
out that it is defined as a product drawn from combination between the
public in the era of information society and virtual reality technology.
People and messages would appear on the hologram are collected openly,
which endows authority of legitimacy. It is also interpreted as a strategy to
obtain various materials for the hologram.

This study was to explore hologram-demonstration’s legal status and its
conflicts with existing laws. 61 police officers were interviewed for the
study. As a result, views on hologram-demonstration’s legal status came in
two: police officers putting weight on hologram-demonstration's purpose
argue that it can be controlled under existing laws, however, the others
emphasized an additional task to complement the current laws.

Also, interviewees are revealed to have various views on the idea that

the hologram-demonstration would spoil public peace and stability. There is
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a general consensus among the interviewees about a need to enact concrete
rules for preventing a hologram-demonstration from being turned into a
violent and unlawful protest. A rating system on hologram contents is a
controversial issue. Without an occurrence of social demand for the prevention
of adverse effect caused by hologram demonstration, police officer may
continue to consider it a kind of cultural event for political propaganda.
Some respondents argued that advance measures needs to be considered
for avoiding adverse results. However, it is a weak likelihood that regulations
supporting prior actions exercised by police officers are established. In our
opinion, under the existing law, it is impossible for police officers to take
active actions, thus they have no choice to regard hologram demonstrations

as cultural festivals.

Key words : Hologram demonstration, Legal status, Conflicts with existing

law, Police officer, Interview
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