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Summary

The Image of a Merchant’'s Wife in Li—Po’s (Zg) Poetry

Kwak [h-boo

A wide range of materials can be found in LiPo's poetry. with those of love and nature
in his proper element. Many of his love poems gave a pathetic description of the women
who were hungry for men's love. as was often the case because the predominance of men
over women was prevalent in the ancient Oriental Society. though we find a wide difference
in the tone of that description according to the social status of those women.

This paper is to analyze those poems among his love poems that depicted the women who
were living in solitude with their husbands away from home. The solitary women in those
poems belonged to common class, and LiPo gave the narration by the first-person method
unlike his favorite method of the third person. i. e. pretending that he became the merchant's
wives.

Putting the story shortly, the husband leaves home getting on board a ship along the
Yang-zi-jiang just in the midst of her honeymoon. The bride simply hopes for his early
return. but he does not come back breaking his promise, and so his betrayal leaves her in the
woes of separation with his whereabouts unknown. LiPo’s rhetorical expressions reaches
impressive points in describing the heart-broken bride who makes no reproachful remarks
having no news from his husband and longs only for their reunion at the earliest date.

One of such rhetorical expressions is seen in the phrase in which the lost husband is
compared to the water of the Yang-zi-jiang. That is to say. the river of Yang-zi-jiang flows
down into the sea and makes no return for ever. resembling the lost youth of the star-crossed
couple. Both their honeymoon and the river can take no second course.

LoPo is making a kind of indirect charge against the husband’'s mercilessness which makes
much of money. belittling the worth of youth and against the social custom in which man’s
superiority to women was taken for granted. LiPo's attitude of humanism may be seen in his
sympathectic description of those women's pitiable lot in the past Oriental Society. His
thought seems to be that of democracy in that he portrayed such women as were equal to

men in the longing for youthful love.
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