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Summary

Literature in the First Half of the 1950s

Kim Young-hwa

This paper studies Korean Literature in the first half of the 1950s (from June 1950 through
December 1954) from the viewpoint of the history of literature. The first half of the 1950s
is the period deeply concerned with the Korean war, which began on June 25, 1950,
Therefore, the Korean war is important sbuject matter in the literature of that time. This
period selects war and refuge as its subjects, but it is mainly inspired vby anti-communism
in its themes,

The works of this age are clearly characteristic of wartime literature and furthermore of
anti~communist literature, For instance, there are anti-communist works, “Korean Soldiers
Speak after Death,” by Mo Yoon-sook, “Partizan,” by Park Young-joon.

Even though it was wartime, a literature of artistic quality consistently emerged. Among
the outstanding works are a series of pure poems and novels written by Hwang Soon-
won, Oh Young-soo and Kim Sung-han,

Literature in the first half of the 1950s is a period of two co-existant types, wartime anti

~communist literature and pure literature,
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