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Summary

The Origin of Sakya Buddhism and ‘the Influence
of the Korea Sinsunto on It

Ahn Chang-buom

It's always believed that Buddhism was founded by Sakyamuni from India. However,
its origin dates back to the Ancient chosun Dynasty, the old period of our country. At
that time, there was Sinsunto’, an old religion of the ancient Korea. Sinsunto
fundamentally embraced Tacism, Buddhism and Confucianism, and Sakya buddhism
orginated from it. Some evidence in support of this view is as follows:

First, Sakyamuni was of an Indo- Aryan race, but of a Mongolian one, and led an
ascetic life in Mt. Paektu in our country. [Sakyabo} a historical record about Sakya,
told that Sakya was of a Mongolian race and a Tangun race. One of the English
historians, Vincent Smith also argued that Sakya was Mongolian. A snowy fnountain
where Sakya had practiced mortification, was similar to Mt. Paektu in our country. The
two mountains each had 3 stories, large ponds on their peaks and four rivers running
from all sides. On the other hand, the Himalaya mts of India had nothing of the sort.
Therefore, it is assumed that Sakya lived a monastic life on Mt. Paektu in our country.
The Heritage of The Three States, one of the Korean history books, kept the record that
Sakya had been to our country.

Second, there ére two types of buddhist scriptures, the Mahayana Sutras and
Hinayana Sutras. The mahayana Sutras were handed down from Korea to the southern
part of India by a bodhisattva named Youngsoo, for she took the Mahayana Sutras to
the southern area of India from a snowy mountain and the sea, which respectivelly,
meant Mt. Paektu and Ancient Chosun Dynasty. Hence, there remained old written
letters of our country in the state of Gujarat, the southern region of India.

Third, the basic ideas of Sakya Buddhism are in accord with those of Sinsunto of our
country. Taking some illustrations are Samsinilche’ (Trinity of Three Gods),
Sibiyounki'(Twelve Portents), lilchegaegong (All is Empty), the idea of Harmony, the
kidea of Life Equality and pantheistic Atheism.
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