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Summary

A Study on Divorce and Remarriage of Chejudoians
Kim Hye-sook

In this paper, the writer attempts to analize the tendencies of the first divorced persons by
death or by divorce in Chejudo; especially divorce procedure, divorce suits, remarriage and
living conditions after divorce.

The tendencies of divorce and remarriage required are as follows;

1) The numbers of divorced women are far more than those of divorced men and first
divorcees outnumber the marriage-keeping women. Today their average ages are more than
sixties, and they got married at the age of sixteen to eighteen. In 1910s to 1950s, they were
married earlier than these days. When they were divorced from their husbands or wives, they
were below twenties. The first divorcees have lived with their husbands for about five years,
on the other hand the divorcees by their husbands’ death have lived with their husbands for
more than ten years. They hold formal wedding but many of them do not register their
marriage.

2) The divorces by death are far more than the other divorces. In the case of divorced
men, 54.5% of the divorced men are the first divorced (This is 11.4% of the total married
men), while 38.4% of the divorced women are the first divorced women (This is 19.3% of the
total married women). In the middle of 1950s,the divorce rate were high, but it is likely to

be decreased recently.
3) Regardless of divorce or divorce by death, most younger men remarry, but women do

not. If a woman has sons or daughters, she will not remarry at all. If not, she usually gets
remarried. Especially children have much to do with their remarriage.

4) The process of divorce is comparatively simple. If there is no conjugal affection
between a husband and his wife, the wife is more often than not parted from her husbeand,
sues for divorce, and returns to her parents’ home, even if there are no serious happenings
that last their life. If she does not return, the husband naturally accepts her divorce.

5) When a wife sues for divorce, articles essential to marriage belong to the husband, but
when a husband sues for divorce. they belong to the wife. When divorced, there is no

problem of property dividends, consolation monmey, and living cost for their children.
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6) When a husband or a wife is divorced, their parents and the relatives do not take part
in their divorce, it depends on only the husand and the wife.

7) Comparatively there is no child and absolutely no son between a husband and his wife,
when the divorced is concluded. The mother usually brings up the children after divorce.
There is no contact with each other and even with children.

8) When a woman is remarried to a man, she becomes a legal wife of a new husband, but
sometimes she becomes a concubine, and she becomes a legal wife after she drives out the
eariler wife. Nobody sees the contrast between a legal wife and a concubine unlike the
peolple in the main land.

9) Remarriage procedures like divorce procedures are very simple. If a divorced man or a
woman has an affection to another, he or she begins to live together without any due
formalities. There are even the third or fourth divorced persons. These complicated cases

usually do not go through legal formalities.
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