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Summary

A Study on Mimetic Theory in the Poetic Theory of the Early
Modern Period of Korea

~with Emphasis on 1920’s—
Kim Byung-tack

In the analysis of art, Aristotle makes distinctions of imitation into the objects, the
medium, and the manner—dramatic, narrative or mixed, for example—in which the imitation is
accomplished. Therefore, Aristotle’s criticism is not only criticism of art as art inde-
. pendent of statesmanship, being. and morality, but also of poetry as poetry as poetry, and
dealing with the various kind of poem by the criteria appropriate to its particular nature.
According to this critical theory, the result of this study is as follows:

1) The objects of imitation were discussed among many critics. They are divided into five
sections: time, truth of life or profound aspect, national emotion or thought, life of
people, and nature. Kim-5k, pak-Ydng hui, Hydn-ch’sl, and chu-Yo han participated in
the discussion of these objects.

2) The means of imitation were discussed on term of the poetic theory and the method of
romanticism, formalism, and realism.

3) The manners of imitation were discussed among critics. They are divided into two

sections: manner of lyric poetry and manner of epic.
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