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Summary

Freedom of Human Nature in the Poetry of Yosano Akiko
among Meiji Period Women Writers

Park Kyong-hoon

Yosano Akiko's collection of poetry “Midaregami” was published in 1901, to the astonishment
of hte society of that time This was a revitalization of the original Japanese Waka style poetry.
She composed her poems (Tanka) by combining 19th Century European Romanticism with
Japanese Heian Perio aristocratic romamce literature, exptessing the heights of human romantic
feelings.

As Japanese society at that time was still in a state of semifeudalism. she so openly and
frankly expressed such feminine feelings of love. that the established scholars and authorities of
national ethics were aroused and angered. If we analyze her poems we find that the major
characteristic to be found is the constant presence of expressions of humanism and love. Second-
ly. we find her poems often deal with God and Buddha, however they are not given the usual
elevated religious status nor awesomeness commonly found. but are given more human character-
istics and are shown in the position of a lover. Buddha is also shown with the quality of manly
beauty.

In this way we are shown the human nature of God and Buddha, so that the Ecstatic feelings
of love which a woman possesses could be openly expressed rather than suppressed by the
traditional feudalistic values of the society in which she lived. We should see this as the value
of human feelings in the poetry of Yosano Akiko.
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