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— Summary —

A Study of Do-Hyang Novels

by Kim Young-hwa

Na Do-Hyang was a writer who was active in writing at the same time as Kim
Dong-In, Hyun Jin-Gun, Yeom Sang-Sup and Chei Su-Hai etc. in 1920s.

He left about 20 works which, people appreciated, took the color of romanticism at
early time but later began to take that of realism.

However, it cannot be wholly believable that his works have been transformed from
romanticism to realism in so short period of only 5 years in which he was active in wri-
tirg. Ard it is also dubious that his novels contain the mutually contrastive trend of
literary thought, that is, romanticism and realism.

In order to understand the content and the trend of a novel written by a certain
writer, it would be better to aralyze the inner structure of his novels and appreciate
its outcome.

I could know by the result of analyzing Na Do-Hyang’s novels that he showed a
sensitive response to the morallity of love of 1920’s. He presented the morality of love
of the colonial period showing how the morality of love has been changed since the
Enlightenment. This presented an another world different from that of Kim Dong-In
who ran into the aesthetic world, from that of Hyun Jin-Gun who criticized the social
realities under the colonialism, and from that of Chai Su-Hai who pursuzd into the as-
pects of people’s poverty in colonial period.

The lack of historical as well as social senses in a writer’s spirit is not to be desi-
rable, but his showirg of the morality of love enlarged the breadth of novel writing
in 1920’s and the unique personalities of the character of his novels would be reminded
for long in our history of novel. For example, such characters Samryong of “Dumb
Samryong”, Ahnhyubjib and Samdol of “Mulbery” and the wife of Bargwon of “Wa-
ter-Mill” etc. consist of peculiar characters in our history of rovel.

Na Do-Hyarg has created the unique-character and enlarged the scale of Korean hi-

story of novel by presenting the morality of love through these characters in his novels.
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