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“The Greek religion is not anthropocentric: men are the creation only of a minor god. and have only a
minor status in the universe and a minor place in the attention of the gods™. “The gods govern the universe
not in men’s interest but in their own. and have no primary concern for human welfare.” Hugh Lloyd-Jones.
The Justice of Zeus (1971). p. 160 & p. 16].
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894 fEolq). olE A dAZFAN 7 AY sold vRAXE stelUls AR ERO|
g2 B 2(Paris) oA TAAZR, HP2 Fol zue) dAZ FEF mig AF[EFL Bt
A2} the apple of discord]7t ol 2UEle] Aoz YFH i o] vlg ojilo] AgZer Fu] P
2 gAso Helao] Foloz uhEo] Fog4 1A JIEY UEAA ASHE &3P o
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According to the Chinese mythic view. there was a mutual influence operating between heaven. earth. and
man. - - - All Chinese philosophy is essentially the study of how men can best be helped to live together in
harmony and good order. - - - Every Chinese philosophy is formulated not as an abstract theory but as an art
of ruling. (p. 410)

The Indian [mythology] is lush. voluptuous, or in reaction. fiercely ascetic: the Chinese. either dryly practical
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(ABSTRACT)
A Comparative Study of Cheju, Chinese, and Greek Mythologies

Yang Young-Soo0

This comparative study tries to find similar and different points among Cheju. Chinese. and Greek
mythologies. and the comparative examination in this paper is made in two aspects. le. the relation
between human and divine entities and the one among divine entities.

As for the first aspect. the supreme purpose of the divine entities in Chejuian and Chinese
mythologies is to help to enhance the well-being of human beings. Difference between these two
mythologies is that Chejuian gods™ help centers on the individual person's fortunes. while Chinese
gods help centers on the universal establishment of natural order. This kind of difference seems to
come from the fact that Cheju mythology is mostly shamanistic. while Chinese mythology derives
mostly from the art of ruling which is the more effectively practiced by propagating some plausible
order of the world. The supreme purpose of Greek gods is to satisfy their own desires. not the
human beings prayer. and so the interests on the part of men must be pursued by their own
struggle with ruling gods.

As for the second aspect. the relation among Chejuian gods is characterized by the principle of
peace. since they are showing no antagonistic conflicts among themselves: the relation among Chinese
gods by the principle of pacification. since their power struggles. if any. are reduced to the state of
peace by the ruling supreme god: the relation among Greek gods by the principle of struggle. since
they are pursuing endless struggle either in governing the world or in amorous affairs. Greek gods
tendency of struggling disposition seemingly gives rise to the dynamic structure of their character.
which has been used as prolific materials of artistic creation in literary and visual representation of

the humanity.
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