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<Abstract>

Research on the College Students' Awareness of Sex
Focusing on Students of CNU

Kang, mi-la, Kim, Doo-Hwa, Kim, sung-hyun

This research was conducted to help college students better understand the culture on
sex and provide basic data that can be usefully used for education on sex in the future
by exploring college students' experience and perception on sex.

964 participated in this survey. 425 were female, and 539 male. Results of the survey

are as follows.

1. Knowledge About Sex

First, when asked about education on sex, 92.4% of respondents said they received
education on sex, and its focus was primarily placed on venereal diseases and
contraception. Female students received more of the education. While men learned
more about sex, women were educated relatively more about abortion.

Second, when questioned about the benefits of education on sex, over 40% of
respondents responded neutrally to the benefits of education on sex, which means that
they believe the education helps little.

Third, in terms of knowledge about sex, participants know best about pregnancy. On
the other hand, they have least knowledge about venereal diseases. By sex, male
participants answered they know better in five categories than their counterparts.
Female respondents received more education, but female participants had more
knowledge, so more detailed research are necessary to explore how accurate their
knowledge 1s.

Fourth, in most cases, they get knowledge from school(29.2%), and friends or older
students(19.0%). Concerns are raised about the quality of information acquired from

friends or older students.
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Fifth, a majority of participants(54.9%) get knowledge about sex while in middle
school. some of them(26.8%) while in elementary school. It is partly because children
mature earlier than before, and they are exposed to a variety of media, increasing

chances of getting misleading information on sex.

2. Opinions on Marriage

First, when asked about marriage, over 30% of participants said that they 'like living
alone if possible' or 'it depends.' By sex, while males have positive opinions on
marriage, females reserve their comments.

Second, in terms of having sex before marriage, 70% supported it. By sex, 30.3% of
female respondents said having sex before marriage is not right, and only 18% of male
participants said it is not right. It can be referred that females are more conservative.

Third, when asked about living together without getting married, only 4.7% of
participants had negative opinions. Most participants said it is acceptable. By sex,
males were more tolerant than their counterparts.

Fourth, in terms of virginity, 70% are open. Males are more open than females.

Fifth, when asked about how they react if their mates raise questions of virginity,
54.2% of male respondents said they will confess and ask forgiveness. On the other
hand, 21.3% of female participants said they will break up, and 35.1% had other
choices. The fact shows that women tend not to face the problem, and act passively.

Sixth, when questioned about how they would respond if they know their mates are
not virgin, more than half of male respondents said it does not matter. More males said
it does not matter than females, and at the same time, male respondents who said they
will break up outnumbered their counterparts. This shows that male participants have
both open and conservative attitudes towards virginity.

Seventh, when asked whether their mates can meet friends with the opposite sex after
marriage, 8.3% said 'no,' and 91.7% said 'yes.' Most student are tolerant about mates
can meet friends with the opposite sex after marriage. By sex, men were more cautious
than women.

Eighth, 70% of respondents shows negative opinions about extramarital sex.

298



CharAel AolAl Aeholl BBt 17 - 299

3. Dating

First, in terms of sexual experience, 70% of respondents said they had no experience.
By sex, men had more sexual experience than women.

Second, most of the respondents who have sexual experience tend to make an
emotional decision. By sex, men are more impulsive than women.

Third, the longer relationship continues, the higher chances of having sex there are.
By sex, in terms of women, chances of havirig sex increase as relationship continues
longer. On the other hand, men are more impulsive.

Fourth, when it comes to psychological status when having sex, both sexes are
relatively satisfied.

Fifth, 53.7% tend to continue their relationship after having sex.

Sixth, both sexes are satisfied after having sex, however women are particularly

worried about pregnancy.

4. Sex-related Problems

First, 46.4% of respondents said they currently have no sex-related worries, and
22.7% have problems related to the opposite sex. Men are worried about impulsiveness,
and women are worried about a physiological phenomenon.

Second, when it comes to solutions, 46.9% said they consult with their friends. Only
0.7% said they meet with their teacher. Apart from discussing it with their friends,
women opt for relationship-oriented solutions, consulting with their parents. On the
other hand, men prefer object-oriented solutions, gathering information through friends,

books, and the Internet.

Based on these results, suggested advice is as follows:

First, college students have received education on sexual morality since middle
school, and they collect information primarily from their friends or older students. But
most of them are dissatisfied with the benefits of the education. By sex, women
received more education, but they have less knowledge than men. Therefore, it is
necessary to review how effective education on sexual morality conducted in school is.

Second, more than half of students have positive opinions on marriage, and they are
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open about having sex or living together before marriage, and meeting friends with the
opposite sex. In the past, the marriage system itself was considered important, but in
modern society, love tends to be put before marriage. Therefore, It is necessary to
develop a variety of educational and cultural events to bring about desirable sex
morality.

Third, most of respondents are having a date, but not many of them have sex
experience. respondents who have sex experience tend to make an impulsive decision
without thinking carefully, continuing their relationship longer. Therefore, there should

be some opportunities to help them make a desirable decision on sex.
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