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Coastal Landforms of Uninhabited Islands in Jeju Waters

Tae-Ho Kim
Department of Social Studjes Education. Cheju National University. Jeju-Do. 690-756. Korea

Based upon geographical and lithological features. uninhabited islands in Jeju waters are largely classified into
the islands around Jeju-do and Chuja-do. The former is composed of Quaternary basalt and trachvte. while the
latter consists of welded tuff which erupted from late Cretaceous to early Tertiary. The lithology plays an
important role in different landform developments in the islands.

Southern trachytic islands of Jeju-do are typical lava domes which are characteristic of convex sea cliffs and
small shore platforms. Large tafonis and sea caves also appear on the cliffs with densely developed columnar
joints. By contrast. shore platforms are dominant landforms in northern basaltic islands of Jeju-do. Tumuli and
pressure ridges on lava flows produce undulatory coastal landscape. There are sandy coasts as well as rocky
coasts in the islands composed of tuff and pyroclastic materials. implying that they show relatively diverse
landforms.

Uninhabited islands around Chuja-do are characteristic of steep sea cliffs with few shore platforms. Joint
systems have an influence on the development of coastal landforms such as sea cliffs. notches on cliffs. sea
stacks and coastlines. There are few sandy coasts in the islands even though Udu-do shows a large gravel
beach like a tombolo which links a neighbouring island to its shore. In general. coastal landforms of the islands
around Chuja-do are scientifically insignificant. However. Cheong-do and Sudug-do. being well known for Chuja
ten sceneries. show particular landforms which are similar to the landforms produced by weathering in granitic

mountains.

Key words ' coastal landform. uninhabited island. Jeju waters
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Fig. 1. General view of Chagwi-do.
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Smaller island with columnar joints
of Hyongje-seom.
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Fig. 5. Gravel beach in Hyongje-seom.
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Fig. 15. Rocky summits in Jiggu-do.
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Fig. 18. General view of Agsaengi.
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Fig. 4.

General view of Mang-do.
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Fig. 28. General view of Sasu-do.
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