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The characteristic and transformation of Jeju Myth in primitive

and ancient and the middle Age

Heo, Nam—-Choon*

There are many accounts of human lifes and natural phenomena and
the great universe in myth. Myth was made from the paleolithic age,
and vigorously made in ancient age. They variously transformed in the
middle age because of the Buddhism and Confucian. There are
abundant prejudice and misunderstanding about myth in modern time.
It is my goal to find the each historical thought in myth going fhrough
long time.

It was reflected on the myth that men thought sacredly hunting and
war and sex in primitive age. And they were afraid of natural
phenomena for example the thunder and a windstorm and a solar
eclipse. The nature(stone, tree, moon etc) and natural phenomena were
thought to sacred as time pass. There was important meaning on the
God of wind in Jeju. Men communed with nature, and it was reflect in
myth. They related on equal terms men and animals. They believed
that animals were superior to men under any circumstances. Animals
became an object of hunting, but sometime an object of worship.

There was the revolution of agriculture in the neolithic age. Men
certified sacred to the earth and plant, and they believed the
communion in men with nature. Myth emphasizing life force of flower

* Chief of Tamla Culture Research Institute, Professor, Department of
Korean Language and Literature Jeju National University.
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stood out in Jeju. There were abundant myth spring out from earth
modeled after figure of spring plant. Three heros in the birth myth of
a nation(Tamla) gushed out from earth.

The ancient age is a period of hero. At first heroin appeared, next
hero appeared. There remained the myth of heroin in Jeju, because that
was not oppressed from ideology of the middle Age. But influence of
ideology in the middle Age was not able to avoid. So folk beliefs
changed to Maitreya after accepting the Buddhism. Myth exposed the
value of ethics under the influence of Confucian.

Hero of ethics got changed to hero of romance in the age of
transition to modern. It was quiet similar to hero of the classical novel.
Myth keep the structure of tail, but changed a view of the world like
this.

Key Words

ancient Myth, the middle Age Myth, heroin, hero, god of hunting, god of
grain, nature worship, Buddhism, Confucian, variation, ideological conflicts
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