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On the Possibility of Festival of Singugan

Yoon, Yong-taek®

Jeju has a unique seasonal custom of Singugan(& &, literally
means 'between new and old’) that cannot be found in the mainland of
Korea. Singugan is a period of eight days between the fifth day after
Daehan(<%, around January 20) and two days before Ipchun(3r%,
around February 4).

This period(around January 95 to around February 1) is thought to be
the time gods are absent on the earth because they finished their duties
for the year so as to ascend to Heaven to hear from Okhwangsanje(E&
7, the Lord of Heaven) their new year's missions. People, therefore,
can repair their house or fence and move during the period without any
harms because gods don't meddle in human affairs during the period of
Singugan.

In the last fifty years the custom of Singugan has brought about a
sharp rise of rent, a serious problem of refuse, and various civil
petitions in many public-service corporations. Therefore the custom of
Singugan has been regarded as a bad and evil custormn which ought to
be done away with in the provincial government official world.

But the custom of Singugan is not so much a shameful cultural
inheritance as the boastworthy one. It is the excellent idea that Jeju
Islanders set up the period when 18,000 gods are absent from earth in

+ Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy, Cheju National University
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the community of myth. If we should revaluated the custom of
Singugan in the modern meaning, we could turn it into the Festival of
Singugan.

We can go against many social taboos and get rid of mental stress
in the Festival of Singugan. And if we could make an economical
market place which give and take second-hand goods free of charge,
we could preserve environment and cooperate the members of
community. It is the original meaning of Singugan that we get rid of
something outdated, mental or material, during some limited period.

Singugan, house-moving season, seasonal custom, sightseeing, Festival
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