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(Summary)

A Study of Sculptures in Advanced Countries:
A Development Plan for Sculpture in Local Communities

Moon Ki-sun

The traditional sculpture, in a narrow sense, was identified with the mere Bud-
dha engravings without careful consideration. There arousing public opinion, these
days, that we should free ourselves from that prejudice. There needs to try, in other
words, to find out what the real aesthetics of the traditional sculpture is so that
we can succeed its merit for the present time.

For this goal, we have to extend the objects to various stonework pieces such
as ritual tools, cemeterial pagodas, stone laterns, tomb stones, stone pillars, stone
troughs, and so forth even in the realm of Buddhism, while lately we had paid at-
tention to Buddha statues exclusively.

In addition, we can include folk sculpture of stoneworks and woodenworks, due
to the typical skill and style as well, which apperently show no connection with
Buddhist sculpture. They are stone grandfathers, Maitreya, stone cats, wating-for-
her-husband stones, tomb stone posts, subjects-stone-tomb-guards, devil posts, clay
figures, puppets, and others. It is interesting, for instance, to note the rhythmical
sense of clay figures and the realness and ample figuration of stone grandfathers
both of which are unique representation.

Particularly, Cheju stone grandfather is evaluated as one of the excellent master-
pieces with its typical abstraction, which life-size figure expresses bulging eyes,
well-protruding nose, and strong arms crossing each other in its big head and small
body. It seems to demonstrate Herculean strength. Its function is read frequently
as the gatekeeper ahead of the castle walls originally who defeats any devil spirit
and unrighteousness. It is assumed that this possibly has been developed from the
Cheju traditional gate ghost.

It is asserted that modern sculptors should realize the transiting images and forms
of arts in the standpoint of the traditional aesthetic and artistic sense firstly and
then with this they can work out their originality.

We have experienced the confusion lately when we adopted the various foreign
trends without scrutinizing their essences and realizing the traditional reality, which
results in incompatibility. Sometimes we misunderstood foreign streams as our own
or fittable reality, most of which were introduced by second-handed Japanese media-
tion. Now, if we reevaluate our half-ten thousand tradition so as to revitalize the
present situation, then we can bloom out the essence of our sculpture again on our
own maternal ground.
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