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Prospect for Mythology of Peripherial-Islands: Recommendations
for Further Comparative Study on Myths of Jeju Island

Jeong, Jin—Hee*

The myth of Jeju-island and Okinawa is a subject worthy of
comparative study. In spite of a lot of precedent study, the comparative
study is not successful as a mythology. I think the fallacy of precedent
study is due to lack of knowledge or information about the history of
Okinawa and misapprehension about the context of Okinawan myth.
The more understanding about history, culture and religious folklore of
Okinawa, is indispensable for successful comparative study.

Jeju and Okinawa are similar in geographic environment and
historial circumstances. First, they are islands. And second, they had
been merged into dynasty and had been located as a periphery by the
dynasty government from over the sea. From these similarities and
features, I suggest that the comparative study must be done as a
mythology on island, on village, and on shamanism. Moreover, I
suggest the comparative study about the center’s studies on myths of
periphery, in order to reveal the colonialism in them.

In conclusion, I think that these comparative studies will show the
features of myths’ of each island, and construct the mythology of

periphery at the same time.

* Ajou University
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myth, comparative study, Jeju-island, Ryukyu, okinawa, mytholgy on
islands, mythology on village, mythology on shamanism, meta-mythology.

colonialism, center, periphery
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