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A present Product and Assignment of cultural Research in Jeju

Heo, Nam-choon®

Jeju has its own distinctive culture in the context of Korean
history. In fact, the study of the local culture, the Jeju culture, has not
listed on the high priority under the circumstance of centralized
system of science promotion. Also Jeju culture has been regarded as
an peripheral one when we evaluate about the capacity of Korean
culture. But it is not possible to discuss the strength of national
culture without emphasizing the foundation of local culture. The
inherited culture of a country can be prospered not only when people
appreciate the roots of local culture but also the local culture is able
to come across with neighboring Asian culture. Now it's time to
focus on the local culture. It is the time to build up 'Jeju Study’
based on the unique nature of the local heritages such as folklore and
myth of Jeju.

It can be classified as several research themes based on the
publications of previous seminars and academic meetings. The first
theme is the research about history and culture of ancient times,
Tamla(§t5) era. The second is the era of Mongolian invasion during
Koryeo Dynasty(Z ). The third theme is the literature of exile and
exploitation of ordinary people by Chosun Dynasty(##) and their

+ Chief of Tamla Culture Research Institute, Professor, Department of
Korean Language and Literature Cheju National University
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lives. The fourth theme is to find out the facts and aftermath of 4 - 3
incident and it reflection in the contemporary literature. The sixth
theme is the suffering of Jeju people and following literatures during
colonial period by Japan. The seventh theme is the folklore of woman
diver and folk song and traditional foods. The eighth theme is the
creation of cultural contents based on the prototype of Jeju culture.

The direction of research themes that Jeju must concern is as
follows;.

1) Succeeding the unique nature of local culture and spirit

2) Thriving the beauty and the taste of Jeju

3) Balancing between the material and mental heritages

4) Discovering the cultural identity of Jeju

5) Promoting the image of peace island

6) Establishing the ‘Jeju Study’ as a regional science

local culture, periphery, folklore, Tamla(¥Li#&), exile, presentation, 4 - 3
incident, womam diver, cultural contents, prototype, cultural identity,
piece island, Jeju Study(# &)

wA R Fo AFREANE AFA HZUSE 66 AN Zoj2E e}
(E-mail: hnc423@cheju.ac.kr A3k 064-754-2718)
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