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4 - 3(April 3rd) Oral Testimony and Self-governing Consciousness

of Jejueans(Jeju Islanders)

Park, Chan-sik

This study tries to show self-governing consciousness in experiments
and historical memories of Jejueans(Jeju Islanders) by the oral
testimonies of 4- 3(Sa-sam) survivors. ] reviewed how Jejueans, who live
in the island far from the mainland, understood the process of the new
regime establishment after the liberation. I am trying to reestablish how
the experiments of self-governing and autonomy which had been in the
minds of Jejueans had been distorted.

All-out record of 4- 3 oral testimonies was"began after democratization
movement in June, 1987 in Jeju island. This work was primarily
performed by Jeju 4-3 Research Institute. Jeminilbo 4-3 team, 4-3
Fact-Finding Committee. Jeju 4-3 Research Institute tries to record
comprehensive oral testimonies by towns{up) and villages(myon).
Jeminilbo 4-3 team was focused on reporting for the 4-3 series. 4-3
Fact-Finding Committee performed the oral testimonies for writing
‘Fact-Finding Report’. It meant that they recorded oral testimonies which
focused on the fact-finding of the massacres.

Jejueans had pursued ‘the real better life' in the period of liberation
space(which means from liberation to the establishment of South Korea
regime). They had pursued not the regime given ideology from the above
but the community society on the basis of self-governing and autonomy.
But, Jejueans strongly resisted the repression of U.S. military
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overnment and wrongdoing of Northwest Youth Association(Sobuk) after
am-i] Incident in 1947. That results were massacres.

During 4- 3 uprising period, Jejueans had to manage to live under ‘the
ecurity forces in daytime, and rioters world in nighttime. They had to
veigh which forces are strong between security forces and guerrilla
orces. No ideology and no future-oriented attitudes existed just in front
f the desperate survival consciousness which meant they can survive
inder the strong forces.

Kei Words |

} + 3 oral testimony, feju 4 - 3 Research Institute, Jeminilbo 4 - 3 team, 4 - 3
Zact-Finding Committee, People’s Committee, Sam-il Incident, 4 - 3 Uprising, May
10 Separated Election, Struggle for the objection of the election, massacres,

scorched-earth operation, self-governing consciousness
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