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[Abstract]

Law Education and Clinical Study in Korea,
China and Japan

Park, Kwang-Dong
Associate Research Fellow of Korea Legislation Research Institute

China and Japan have acknowledged problems in their law education and tried to
solve those problems in order to improve law education system in many ways for a
long time. In Korea, there have been discussions on improving law education for
many years and, as a result, the professional law school system., a new system for
law education, has been introduced since March 1st. 2009. Under this new system.,
education for clinical study will be provided just as in China and Japan. However,
we have not discussed problems resulting from this new system and solutions for
them.

The gap between legal theories and practice in law education in Korea, China and
Japan has resulted in many problems, and many ideas have been brought to solve
such problems. These days, China has adopted practical law study system into the
curriculum of an undergraduate law program and Master's of Law Degree program,
which is practice-oriented. However, all those efforts have not solved problems effectively.
On the contrary, they have caused confusion in law education systems.

Japan also has adopted the law school system and has emphasized clinical study in
order to train professionals who know both legal theories and practical affairs, but
such objective has not been attained yet.

Korea has just adopted the professional law school system and is focusing on
clinical study. Under this circumstance, in order to attain effectiveness in law education
and to educate clinical study efficiently. we should consider the following: Firstly, law
education is not merely passing-on knowledge of law, but work ethics as public
services and humanity shall be emphasized: secondly. since developing legal mind is
an important part of law education, so fundamentals of law education shall be given
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more weight: thirdly, theories and practical affairs shall be linked with each other.
This should be reflected not only to law school level but to undergraduate level also,
and new curricula are needed to be offered: finally, based on the above mentioned
various ways of clinical law study tailored to the educational objectives should be
introduced.

Key words : Law Education, Clinical Study, Intership. Externship. Professional Law
Schools
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