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The formation of Josangsinbonpuri and its transmission

: a study of six Josangsinbonpuris with reference to Simbang

Kang, So—Jeon*

This paper aims to examine the formation of Josangsinbonpuri(Z4
AEEo)) and its transmission with reference to Simbang(4'#). The
main points of argument can be summarized in threefold: 1) the
understanding of Simbang expressed on Josangsinbonpuri; 2) the
aspects of Josangsin(Z44)'s taking over the village and the
transmission of the shamanic work; and 3) the background of forming
the Josangsinbonpuri and rationale of its transmission.

For this research, characteristics of Simbang as well as
Josangsinbonpuri were set up as a standard and six Josangsinbonpuris
in connection with Simbang were selected. While the characteristics of
Simbang considered three important aspects—ways of becoming
Simbang, the identity as a Simbang, and the qualification and ability as
a Simbang—, the characteristics of Josangsinbonpuri concerned
Josangsin as a religious object, Dangol(@2) as a religious subject and
the aspects of believing process and its transmission. Based on this,
six Josangsinbonpuris—  Godaejangbonpuri(ztid£&°]), Yechon
Yangssiamibonpuri(dl& $Aolm|EEo]), Weondanghalmangbonpuri(-9%
§}rZo]) Ankarum Hyeonssiilweoldangbonpuri(tg X 44FEE
o)), Nunmi YangssiamibonpuriGe®] <“olujgZe]) and Woorengi

Kimssijosangbonpuri{$3o] AR ZAR-Zo])— were selected and

* Jeju National University



summarized in both their contents and characteristics.

In this paper, Josangsinbonpuri was viewed as both male-type and
female-type in which the difference between two types depends on
how characteristics of Simbang and Josangsinbonpuri were perceived.
As for male-type, the characteristic of Simbang was viewed from ‘the
ability’. Put it differently, what is perceived as significant in
Josangsinbonpuri categorized in male type is not the fact that he or she
is a Simbang but his or her ability of which its ancestor was also a
Simbang. It was through Josangsinbonpuri that excellent ancestral
ability was constructed and transmitted, it was not necessarily to have
other instruments for resolving certain problems of family caused bv
ancestors. Perfect ancestor never be in special need through revelation
so that nothing was found in the characteristics of Josangsinbonpuri
nor the scope of believing Josangsin was expended. Therefore,
male-type (Josangsinbonpuri) is interpreted as an outcome of
‘intending to maintain the present’ by the family that worships
ancestral god.

On the other hand, characteristics of Simbang can be seen from the
aspect of ‘the trouble’ in female-type (Josangsinbonpuri). Not only the
fact that the ancestor was a Simbang but also a person’s potential to
be a Simbang become a big trouble within a family. Therefore, the
qualification for the Simbang was degraded to an object of rejection by
families before it is accomplished. The destiny of the Simbang was
more valued than the ability of Simbang’s ancestor and thus, the
person concerned became a spirit who is interfere in this world in order
to make himself (or herself) worshipped. The contents derived from
that imperfect ancestor intends to be perfect through establishing
relations with descendants remain in the nature of Josangsinbonpuri.
The descendent actively respond to unexpected ancestors’ request.
Besides, having thought that those responses were compensated by
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ancestors, the descendent believe that the ancestor would control the
life in this world. This view contributed to the diffusion of believing
Josangsin. Female-type (Josangsinbonpuri) is interpreted as an
outcome of ‘intending to change the present’.

Simbang, Josangsinbonpuri, Godaejangbonpuri, Yechon
Yangssiamibonpuri, Weondanghalmangbonpuri, Ankarum
Hyeonssiilweoldangbonpuri, Nunmi Yangssiamibonpuri, Woorengi
Kimssijosangbonpuri, intending to maintain the present, intending to
change the present
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