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Summary

Hwang Soon-won’s Short Stories (2)

Kim Young-hwa

Hwang Soon-won has issued 75 short stories during the period from August 1945 until
January 1984.

These 75 novels can be summarized into several subjects and contents, if we analyze them,
and they can be classified as follows:

1) works which inquire into human nature through the beauty of love of the original form

as well as unworldliness of the relation between man and woman,

2) works in which confidence in human being is strongly expressed by showing how the
purity of mankind has been maintained even in the historical upheaval of the so-called
6.25 disaster,

3) works which describe hardships and grievances of Korean women with a background of
the age in which Confucian ethics were strictly observed, and the prestige and honor of
family were valued, and,

4) works inquiring into predestined solitude of mankind.

Consequently, Hwang Soon-won has treated problems of human nature through his works
transcending time and space and protected nature, instead -of treating the social problems
occurred in the social realities. '

Of the characters in the novels, such characters as paid concern to the common problems
of Korean people or to the problems of a certain period were excluded, and children. old men
or passive intellectuals entered the stage instead.

He utlized its background as a machinery manufacturing the atmosphere and mood of the
novels rather than creating the background to draw concern to the historic social problems.

He created a literature which strongly expressed Korean people’s characteristics by
selecting subject matter from our native tales and Korean people’s life.

Hwang Soon-won is a writer who wrote novels with a deep concern for the original human
nature and its sentiment, that is, its dream, desire, sorrow or frustration etc. which mankind

cherised, instead of writing about the age or society in which mankind lived.
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