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Summary

Akutagawa Ryunosuke’s Space of Expression
and Way of Expressing

Nan-Hee Kim

This paper surveyed akutagawa's artistic doctrine and space of fictional writing by
comparing his earlier works with his later ones. Akutagawa managed to show his ability
of making a tight plot using the doctrine of art for art's sake, especially in his earlier
works. Here he discovered the intergration between the content and the form. His major
works, 'Nose;, and "Rashomon, studied in this paper, were derived from historical
facts. The author explains that Akutagawa had to establish the historical space with the
writing space using the logic of "concealment of destiny,. If he had dealt with historical
space isolated from the real life, the shape of the actual life involved in the story would
have been hidden. His earlier works implied mother of destiny and its anguish through
symbolism.

His later works were, however, written by autobiographic style in which the novelist
Bave up the ‘doctrine of art for art’'s sake of his earlier novels. In the later works, he
seemed to utilize the way of replotting of his own past life with the point that he
destructed the beliefs that he had had while young. From these circumstances, this paper
discovers the difference between his earlier works and his later ones. This was probably
due to changes in Akutagawa's mind.

His later works were, expressed the mind of a writer who made up his mind dying,
filled his mind with the color of death. In truth, he wanted to tell readers of the desperate
reality that art only couldn’t be way of controlling human life, After all, his earlier way of
writing was abandoned because there was nothing that he would hide in the face of
death. It is likely that the autobiographic and confessional style he used in his later works
was said to be a liberation of self that one experienced when faced with death.

This paper shows that the motif, both in his carlier works and later works, was the idea

of twilight and the feeling of loss in human life.
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