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Summary

An analytical study of the melodic structure of
Souje-sori, Cheju folksong

Kim In-kyu

In this study I have concentrated on the musical characteristics of Cheju Island with
reference to Soue-sori which is well known as a representative folksong of Cheju. Séuwe-sori has
spread throughout the whole island as a farming song, a fishing song, and a entertainment
song. The melody of this song can also be found in the shaman rituals,

Folksong and shaman music are regarded as preserving the basic musical characteristics of
a society, Therefore the musical structure of Souje-sori may be considered as representative of
Cheju folksongs, since it seems to contain all the elements of Cheju folk music.

In my study I analysed the melodic structure, and also the rhythmic patterns and musical
forms of Séuje-sori.

I selected 9 Souje-sori from Han'guk i Minsok iimak-Chejudo pybn: The Folkmusic in Korea-Cheju Island's Section
for this study. Seven songs are in C major and two songs are in F major, but I used
solmization for ease of comparison, I find preferable because Korean vocal tones do not
share the intonation of Western music,

One melody of Sdue-sori consist of 4 rhythmic cycles (changdan) in a 12/8 pattern. These 4
rhythmic cycles alternate between solo-verse and chorus sections ( megintin—sori and panniin-son) in
paired cycles-the former two are solo, and the latter two are chorus. Therefore I divided one
melody into four phrases according to the rhythmic cycle, and gave a special number to
each phrase. For example, each phrase is subdivided into 4;as (195-1-4} (Me) -3} (Ap)]. To
explain this, 195 means its own number in Han'guk i Minsok iimak-Chejudo pySn: The Folkmusic in Korea
=Cheju Island’s Section,I'1 ) means the order of the melody, | (Me) j means the solo section, and
It (Ap) j indicates the 1st and 2nd phrases as shown in (EXAMPLE 1).

(EXAMPLE 1-Song 195)

12/8 12/8 12/8 12/8
Melody 1st; _ / / /
3} (Ap) & (Ap) = (T'wi) = (T'wi)
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W 7]+ 4 : maegniin-sori b=42; panmin-sori
(solo-verse) (chrous section)
12/8 12/8 12/8 12/8
Melody 2nd: _ _—/ _ _ /
¢ (Ap) ¥ {(Ap) = (T'wi) H (T'wi)
12/8 12/8 12/8 12/8
Melody 3rd; / / _— _— /
3 (Ap) 3+ (Ap) = (T'wi) = (T'wi)
12/8 12/8 12/8 12/8
Melody 4rd; _ —_— _/ —_—
<t (Ap) 3+ (Ap) H (T'wi) H (T'wi)

I also used the Korean mensural notation (chonganbo) to record the melody line with a
solmization. This notation comprises a set of 12 squares (chdngan); a square is one beat, So
Notation 1. is the transcription of the 9 songs which were selected from Han'guk i Minsok imak-
Chejudo pyon: The Folkmusic in Korea-Cheju Island’s Section—

In (Notation 1) we find some similar musical phrases which have similar melodic
patterns. These patterns can be divided into several types as shown in (Notation 2],
However (Notation 3) shows various structural melodies, for example, the most simple
structure employs just one tone solj, but the rather complex one has the structure l'sol-
la-do-la-sol-mij. Through detailed analysis, I found 23 kinds of structural melodies and
also identified a common structure ldo-la-solj. Those ldo-la-sol) structures are found
mainly in the 1st, 2nd 4rd melodies But as an exception, different types of melody
structure, either [lsoly or [sol-laj, appears in the 3rd phrase of each melody. In
conclusion, the musical form of the Sowe-sori is TA-A-B-Aj, TAj means the common mel-

ody structure do-la-solj and B} is the exception,
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