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Summary

Suggestions on Li Pai(ZEH)’s the hard road to Shu(%j)

Kwak Ih-boo

Li Pai(ZE[)'s The hard road to Shu(%j) the title used by the other poets of the old time,
has been regarded as one of the most excellent poems of all ages, since it shows
freshness and creativity. It is not because he described the water and mountain as they
stand, but because he mixed them well with his literary sense and techniques.

It is by means of the hard road to Shu(%) that Li Pai(ZFH) was praised as one of the
representative romantic poets in China. Scholars have different viewpoints on the hard roa
d to Shu(E) and there is still not any established theory on the work. Such being the
case, it is expected that there will appear many an objection or contradiction to the
existing theories, especially with regard to when and where the poem was written and
what the poetic motive was.

Considering all the existing theories on Li Pai's the hard road to Shu (%) the following

might be four possible assumptions,

Assumption 1 : It was written to satirize that Yan-Wu (&) tried to inflict an injury on
Fang-guan (3%E) and Du-fu(H®).

Assumption 2:It was written for fear that Xian-Zong (¥%%) of Tang (&) should take
refuge in Shu(%)) during the An Lu-Shan (%C#klll) Rebellion,

Assumption 3:It was written to satirize that Zhang qiu jian giong (E{W%M) tried to
conquer Tu fan (H-3¥) without control of the central government,

Assumption 4:It was written again with a new image of his unique rhetoric, but with the

same title of the poem which was simply written in the past.

In this paper, a strong emphasis is placed on examing the above mentioned assumptions
one by one and finding out the poet's main idea shown in this poem. Since Li Pai(ZFH)
is a great poet in China there is not any agreement on the opinion on this work. It is

because various historical books or literary books have different positions, depending on
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