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Summary

A Study of Shinsonto’s Thought based on the Three
Functions of Heaven, Earth and Humanity

— The Three Functions of Heaven, Earth and Humanity

are the Prototype of the Korean Nation's Thought —

Ahn Chang—buom

We have faith in three gods, that is, we deify the functions of heaven, earth, and
humanity. We have worshiped three gods, because all things, including humans, are
born, brought, educated, protected, and judged by them. We call these three functions
the Ways of Heaven. Specifically, the function of heaven is a positive means of explaining
the character and function of the frigid zones, the function of the earth is a passive
symbol of the character and function of the torrid zones, and the function of humanity is
a neutral means of explaining the character and function of the temperate zones. In our
country’s climate, the weather at the height of and in the beginning of the winter cold is
similar to that of the frozen zones, the heat of the dog days, to that of the torrid zones,
the weater of the spring and autumnal equinoxes to that of the temperate zones. There-
fore, these functions faithfully reflected the climate, and the Three Religions of Taoism,
Buddhism, and Confucianism could be traced to these three functions.

In view of these facts, we have known that there has been a reasonable and scientific
higher religion from ancient times. The unreasonable faith in the exercise and the thought
of Taoism, Buddhism, and Confucianism were parts of the folk customs and thus of
minor importance.

But, by making deep research into this thought, we reached the conclusion that they
were an humanitarian ideal, a supernatural idea, an occult thought, a thought of a com-
mon origin of life, a thought of unity, joining deism and atheism, a thought of reciprocity
in antagonistic relationships, the doctrine of transmigration of souls, the principles of Yin
and Yang, the principles of the five elements of chinese cosmology, the unitary doctrine

of the trinity. In terms of administration, this means the thought of safeguarding human
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life, principle of equality between persons, races, and nations; the uniformity of politics,
economics, and education; the equality of knowledge, virtue, and power; the system of
agreement by unanimity, not by majority the system of the legislature, the executive, and
the judiciary, the republican form of goverment with three branches; in one nation.
From these facts, we can tell about this religion as follows : This is the most
wide-spread religion in the world. This is an unspecialized, and basic religion. This reli-
gion has profound ideas, including concepts of the ideal, the reality, and rhe proper bal-

ance. This is and international religion that rises above society, race, and nation.
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