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BEET AREEE 17

Summary
A Study on the Koryd Emperors’ Visit to Sdgydng
Chin Young-il

It is the contention of this study that the koryd emperors’visit to S3gyong (the Western
Capital) in the former period of Kory5(918-1170) was carried out for the needs of the
dynastic security which was threatened immediately by the increasing military pressure of the
new-risen Khitan to the north, and that the same trip was made as the magic practice in the
latter part of the period.

Taejo (r. 918-943), the first emperor of Korys, established Ségydng as the military base
against the menance of the Khitan. And his intention like this was to exert a great influence
on the orientation of dynastic policy in the coming generations. Accordingly the premises of
the traditional interpretations that Taejo constructed Sdgydng as royal power base, and that
he treated it with consideration for the military mobilization the region had are to be
criticized in this research. From Taejo to the eight Hydnjong (r. 1009—1031), the travels to
Ségysng by the emporors were to be understood in the context of the military circumstances
by the north.

But from the tenth emporor, Chongjong (d. 1046) to the eighteenth emperor, Uejong (d.
1170) the characteristic of the attendances at Stgysng by the emperors was transformed
because the invading threat of the Khitan had disappeared. After that it was believed that
Sogyong had magic powers to start all things anew in the universe and was used as the
sanctuary, namely, the magical center of the dynasty by the emperors so as to gain the holy
power. Here if we do not grasp the ideologies which the Korys people held with respect to
Sdgydng, we can not appreciate the meaning of the visit to Sdgydng by the rulers of Korys.
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