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Summary

A Study on Kumoshinwha
—On a View of Life and Death—

Shim, Yeo-taek

With the significance that Kumoshinwha written in the era of king Sejo of the Yi dynasty
is the first novel of our country, the history of study for opening-up of the works original
path began approximately sixty years ago. Two main streams are ‘the imitation theory of
Jundungshinwha' and ‘the subjugation theory against the imitation theory.

In the former, there is no doubt that it has been recognized as a formula since the theory
has dominated the related academic world for a long time. In the latter, although much effort
have been made to subjugate the assertion of the former, the usual methods consisted mainly
of modern criticism theory. Therefore it lost its balance for understanding of the work.

According to the latter and as a way of getting rid of the latter weakness, this manuscript
has placed the focus on the meaning of meeting between human being and regretful
ghost(wongui), Maewoldang's view of life and death, and author's consciousness formed 1n
the work.

(1) The souls in Kumoshinwha are all regretful ghosts which communicate with living
human being. This could be seen as a manifestation of author’s discontent against the
realities of life.

(2) The Korean believes that the soul should be remained after death. This is the
expression of humanism which treat the soul on the same footing with living human
being.

(3) In the work itself, the communication between the living and the dead was studied
through the Esaengyujangjun as a text and the author’s will and consciousness are

expressed very clearly.
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