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— Summary —

The View of the Enlightenment Poem in Japanese Modern Literature

Young-jin Oh

In Japanese, it seems that the enlightenment period, in policy and literature, falls on the carly years of
the modern age, from 1868 to about 1900. The through of the enlightenment was a leading ideology which
guided that period to a new period. And we can find it easily that the movement of the enlightenment
was the first step which modernized and westernized the Orient.

Japanese poets also, in the beginning of the modern age, expressed their thoughts with emphasis in
the new style of poetry, keeping steps with the trends of political thought in those days. Accordingly,
the form of the set-rhymed verse was changed into the new style of poetry or the enlightenment style.
The resiriction of from was removed and the contents of the poems were filled with liberalism, which
was not unfamiliar to the Orientals. The hymn of Christianity, the chant of the western style, and
army songs were important factors which preceeded the enlightenment poems.

From the beginning of 1900s, till the trend of romanticism flowed in Japan, the enlightenment
poem was childish and under level but it was appealing to the new world for sumething, making a new
main current of the poetry world.  Since then, the form of the poem and the skill of expression of it
were changed, but the veins of it were not cut off, Though the poem was even used as a means of lea-
ding the war, I thing the original pupose of it was to enlighten the spirit of Japan so as to meet the new
age. So it is natural for us to think that one of the most important factors that have raised the level of
Japan so high is the literature of the enlightenment, especially the poem of the enlightenment.
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